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sword and a saddle which, according to legend,
belonged to Djenghis Khan.

Djenghis Khan's successor was Eghedei Khan,
under whom the Tartars invaded Europe and laid
waste the greater part of Hungary. Kubilei Khan
was Mongolia's next ruler, after whose death inter-
necine strife between the many princes who wanted to
wrest power to themselves, led to the decline of the
country's power. Its foreign conquests were lost and
its boundaries contracted to practically the same
dimensions as before the great Djenghis,

With the introduction of Buddhism the Mongolians"
warlike spirit was completely crushed out. The
country was too weak to deal single-handed with its
external enemies and Mongolia therefore concluded
an alliance with Manchuria, of which it later became
a vassal State. And when the Manchu dynasty con-
quered China, Mongolia, as a province belonging to
the Crown, was incorporated in the Chinese Empire.
Mongolia did not regain her independence until the
beginning of the twentieth century, after the Chinese
Revolution. But she did not enjoy her newly won
freedom for long. Both Russia and China began to
harry Mongolia on the one hand and, on the other
hand, engaged in a struggle with each other for
possession of the country. China needed new terri-
tories for colonisation, while Russia wanted the Gobi
Desert for strategic purposes* During the succeeding
years Mongolia with varying fortunes was either
enjoying brief spells of independence or alternately
falling under Russian and Chinese influence.
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